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polities of objects, respectively, to implement said first and 
second financial products, respectively. 

34 (amended) The method of claim 29 further comprising the step of [dividing] 
1 ^ said first and second financia. pmducts Nth] h^d^ a Key 

value . 

35 (amended). The method of ciaim 34 wherein said key ^corresponds to 

a business unit. 

REMARKS 

This communication is responsive to the Office Action dated September 28, 2001. 
By this response, Applicant has amended claims 20. 29 and 34-35. Sixteen claims (3 
independent and 13 dependent) remain pending in this Application. Support for the 
amendments is found in the Specification and claims originally filed. No new matter * 
added by this Amendment Applicant believes that no fee is required by this response; 
should any fee be necessary, however, the Comnnssioner is authorized to deduct such fee 
front Deposit Account 19-2814. This response is being filed by facsimile, with a 
confirmatory copy being sent via first class mail. 
Ob jections to A yr "rawing Figures 

Applicant has amended the Specification to correct various typographical errors and 
to eliminate the language objected to by the Examiner. While Applicant has not amended the 
drawing figures by this response, Applicant respectfully believes that the objections to the 
drawing figures are now moot in view of the corrections to the Specification. 
Reconsideration of Hie rejections to the drawing figures is therefore requested. 

Applicant notes that the ••repository" element recited in claim 29 is disclosed m at 
least Figure 8, element 144, and in the accompanying text Applicant has corrected the 
Specification to fix the typographical errors referencing element 114. 
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requested. 

Prior Art R ejections 

^^~ects all claims under Section 102(e), citing United States Patent 
No 6 226,623 ("Schein"). Applicant respectfol.y traverses the rejection in that the Schem 
reference fails to incorporate each and every limitation found in the present clauns. 

As a preliminary matter, the Erst Office Action rejected a numher of then-pendmg 
claims, citing the Schein reference. Applicant's response to the first Office Action pomted 
out that Schein fails to disclose each and every element of the *cently-added chums 20-35. 
•me final Office Action does not substantively address Applicant's comments with regard to 
the Schein reference, stating that such comments were moot in view of the new claims 
pro vided with Applicants first response. Applicant therefore respectfully repeats its 
^extions set forth in the prior response that the Schein reference fails to anticipate each and 
every element of the present claims, in particular the element of W value product, 
comp rts[ ins] aplurality of objects retrieved from a database/repository*, as recited in the 
present claims. 

As set forth in the present claims, various embodiments of the invention relate to 
systems, servers and a methods of managing stored value (e.g. smartcard) transactions. 
Various stored value products are supported on a common server, which includes a database 
or repository of data objects. These objects may be retrieved from the database/repos.tory 
and suitably combined in various fashions to create multiple stored-value products, all 
interacting with the common data. Because common objects are used in multiple products, 
numerous benefits are achieved, as set forth in the Specification. 

In contrast to the claimed invention, however, the Schein reference makes no ment.cn 
whatsoever of objects or of a repository of objects. Indeed, the only inclusions of the word 
-object" in the Schein reference refer to "objects of the invention", and not to any sort of 
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r m m home via telephone, personal computer, etc. (see, e.g., col. 10, lmes 27). 
^:r a Lsles a centra, -abase « — —on ^tac^sv™ 
m a central locanon (see, c„ col. 10, lines 41-56) so that me ban, „ me 
customer ^formation for fmancia. analysis and meeting purposes (col 11. Uncs 140). 

The Schein reference does not, however, disdose a system or memod for creatmg or 
operating multiple stored vaiue products, as recited by the various claims of me present 
Application, nor does Schein expressly or impliedly disclose the use of objects. Indeed, the 
lang aage tan the Schein reference cited by the Final Office Action as Closing "a plurahty 
ofobjects"(ool.7,linesl3-33)isamere list of conventional bank products such as depose, 
loans, mortgages, and the like; this language makes no mention of objects or of objects 
configured to implement such products. Schein makes no mention whatsoever of 
programming objects that may be retrieved from a database/repository and used a 
conjunctionwithapluralityof stored value programs, as recited in the present claims. 

Further, the Schein reference is not concerned with building or operating stored value 
products, and as such would have no need for a database or repository of objects suited for 
such a purpose. Accordingly, the Schein reference fails to expressly or impliedly disclose at 
least a system therein each of said stored value products comprises a plurality of objects 
retrieved from said database, and wherein each of said plurality of objects provides a 
function that is available to each of the plurality of stored value products such that each of 
said plurality of stored value products is allowed to retrieve said customer data and said 
merchant data from said database", as recited in claim 20. Similarly, the reference fails to 
disclose each and every element of independent claims 28 and 29. particularly a database or 
repository including a plurality of objects. Accordingly, the cited reference fails to ant.crpate 
the claimed invention, and reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

Because the Schein reference fails to anticipate each and every element of the 
independent claims, the dependent claims are believed to be patentable a fortiori, and a 
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any element found in the dependent claims at a later date, 
prosecution of this Application in any way. 


Dated this^day of_ jftA* >|- 


2001. 


Respectfully submitted on behalf of 
AFRICAN EXPRESS TRAVEL RELATED 
SERVICES, INC., assignee. 



Brett A. Carlson 
U.S. Reg- No. 39,928 
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One Arizona Center 
Phoenix, AZ 85004-2202 
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